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What is Global Warming? 15 /1 real? Has 7 Mo answers? You don’t care? You can'’t be
beern exaggerared? Whar oo you know about  botherea? Maybe you wilf whern you read 1he

global warmig? What /s yowr altifude fo  folowmng ... )
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Global Warming is ...

... an increase in the Earth's
temperature caused by human
activities, such as burning coal,
oil and natural gas. This releases
carbon dioxide, methane, and
other greenhouse gases info the
atmosphere. Greenhouse gases
form a blanket around the Earth,
trapping heat and raising tem-
peratures on The ground. This is
steadily changing our climate.

Some of the Present and Possible Future
Effects of Global Warming:

+ Rising sea levels

+ Glacier refreats

+ Precipitation increase

+ Ecosystems will change

+ Stronger extreme weather events (hurricanes
and other storms)

+ Floods and droughts more common

+ Expansion of ropical diseases (eg. malaria)

+ Destabilization of local climates

+ Ecohomic impact

More Facts:

+ Changes in the climate are partially due
to natural forces and partially due to human
activities, Scientists now believe that most of
the planet's warming in the last few decades
has been due to our emissions of greenhouse
gasses.

+ The U.S. is responsible for the high-
est amount of the cumulative CO2 emissions
{about 30%) and continues Yo generate the
highest amount of annual greenhouse gas emis-
siohs (about 20%). However, China is expected
Yo overtake the U.S. in annual emissions by the
end of this decade.

+ "Runaway greenhouse effect” is massive
overheating of a planet caused by a high at-
mospheric concentration of greenhouse gases.
Such an effect operates on Venus and is re-
sponsibie for the surface temperature on this
planet being several times higher than would
otherwise be expected given its distance from
the Sun..

+ The World Health Organization (WHQO)
blames 150 000 global deaths per year on the

effects of global warming, including extreme
weather, drought, heat waves, decreased food
production, and the increased spread of vec-
tor-borne diseases like malaria.

+ It takes 100 years for carbon dioxide o
disperse! This means even if carbon dioxide
emissions ceased immediately, past actions
would still affect the planet for decades to
come.
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+ Scientists believe global warming is putting
polar bears at extreme risk of extinction. Early
melting of Arctic ice means a shorter hunting sea-
son for the bears, which leads to lower fat re-
serves, lower birth rates, and decreased milk pro-
duction by mothers.

+ Tce-covered surface reflect more solar en-
ergy than ice-free surface and therefore have a
global cooling effect. As ice-covered surface are
reduced, global warming will accelerate because
more heat will be absorbed.

GLOBAL WARMING QUIZ

Check Your Global Warming Wisdom

+ Rising temperatfure allow mosquitoes to sur-
vive at higher altitudes, potentially bringing them
to regions that lack population immunity. In ad-
dition, the transmission period for vector-borne
diseases is increased with expanded warm sea-
sons.

+ Insurance companies can expect to pay out
more in disaster claims. The fishing industry will
suffer from depleted fish stocks. Some wine
regions will no longer be able to sustain grape
corps.

Slobal wartning 15 a complex issue 1har ivolves many different envirommenial factors.
Are you st lgnorani of 1he racis aboui global warmig or are you arnong 1he mirorimed ones? Think
riow you krow 1he s and ouFs of global cimaie change? Take 145 gz and ia oy

1. Global warming is caused only by natural
factors.
O True
I False

2. Which country currently emits the most
greenhouse gases?
O India
O China
O The United Kingdem
[ The United States

3. Which planet's poisonous atmosphere has
been described as the product of a “runaway
greenhouse effect"?

O Mars
O Jupiter
O Earth
[ Venus

4. How many deaths per year does the World
Health Organization atiribute to climate change?

| 150 000
£l 1500 000
1 1500

[ 10 500

5. How iong does it take for carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere to disperse?

] 1 year
£l 10 years
| 50 years

[ 100 years

6. Which animals do scientists currently con-
sider Yo be at highest risk of extinction due to
global warming?

O Toucans

O Tropical frogs
| Polar bears
[} Rabbits

7. Global warming is accelerated by the re-
duction of global show and ice cover.
- True
H False

8. A rise in global femperature is expected to
increase instances of malaria.
1 True
I False

9. Which of the following industries could be
negatively affected by global warming?
1 Insurance

1]

"i%zo’

3 | Commercial fishing
| Wine making
O All the above
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From the News

The former US vice-president Al Gore won the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize (together with the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change - IPCC) for warning the world about the dangers of global warm-
ing, and leading the campaign To persuade governments and individuals o reduce their reliance on fossil

fuels.

Mr. Gore is best known for presenting An Inconvenient Truth, the 2006 documentary laying out the

risks of global warming.

In an interview with "Hospoddrské noviny,” a
Czech economics daily, Vaclav Klaus made the foi-
lowing observations (emphasis mine throughout):

Global warnmimng /s a ralse nyth and every sers-

ous' person and scleniisy says so. It is not faw o

refer fo the UN panel IPCC /s noit a screntific
mstiiution: i1's a political boal, a sori of non-gov-

ermment organzaiion of green favour: I1's ne/fher
a Forum of neuiral scientists nor a balaticed groyp

of screntists. These people are poliiicized sclen-

1i51s who arrive fhere with a one-sided opinion and
a orne-sided assigmineni ”

Discusion

+ Can you express your owh opinion on this is-
sue?

+ Form two groups in the class:

Here is what Tony Blair says:

Global warming is foo serious ror 1he world
any longer ro ignore 11s adanger or splii Mo appos-
g racrions on /i "

- Al Gore's group will support an opinion that global warming is a real problem, Vaclav
Klaus' group will argue against it. Both groups must take some time to prepare the arguments.
- Choose a "main speaker” for each group. He/she will have the last word but everyone

must have a chance to
contribute to a discussion, You can take turns,

- Choose a coordinator of your discussion (the best would be your feacher). You

canh do the same in pairs.

HYMAN KAPLAN'S LANGUAGE CORNER

Even affer they had learnt Englsh, hey con-
trnved fo communicale with eact orher 71 1henr se-
crer anguage, which was partly a mixrure of dis-
Forted English and the Czech 1har was 1heir nalive
Fongue, but which also conlamed some mexplicable
vocabulary rrems.

Exaggerate -
Trap -
Glacier -
Retreat -
Precipitation -
Due to -
Runaway -
Cease -
Extinction -
Altitude -
To be ignorant of st -
Ins and outs -
Reliance -

Vocabulary

Nerther we wanit our Enghish 7o be aescribed i
7h/E way nor Fo speak as FHlinan Kaplan (Yot haver' v
meit fim yer? Ger Leo Rostens AV AN
K2A42PY 24N Vol love Hhiml) Thererfore we wi/
here Jfearn some vocabulary and praciice some
granmar.

do something to an excessive degree
catch

ice mass

move away

the falling to earth of rain or snow or hail
because of

out of control

stop, come Yo an end

ho longer in existence, death

height above sea level

lacking general education or knowledge
all details

dependence

Prague Post Endowment Fund, Stepanska 20, 110 00 Praha 1 www.ppef.cz  Tel.: 296 334 445
Fax: 296 334 463 E-mail; nadace@praguepost.cz



Phrases

+ In my/our opinion...

+ I'd/we'd just like to point out that...
+ As I/we see it...

+ Firsy of all...

+ I/we think that...

Agreement

+ Exactiy.

+ That's a good point.

+ That's just what I was thinking.
+ I quite agree.

Exercices: Phrasal verb “Cut down”

Read carefully:

+ Even if you've smaked all your life,
it's never oo late to cut down or stop.

+ T've spent far too much money this
month ~ I really must cut down.

+ If you want Yo reduce your personal
contribution To global warming, try cutting
down on electricity use around your home.

Which of these are grammatically possible?

1 Icutdown.
O I cut down unhealthy food.
[0 T cut down on unhealthy food.
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+ Sorry, I don't see what you mean.
+ That's not exactly what T mean.

+ Let me put it another way.

+ Let me try again...

Disagreement

+ Yes, that's quite true, but..
+ I'm not sure if I can agree...
+ Well, you have a point there, but...
+ Maybe, but don't you think that..?

Use two of the words bellow to complete this
meaning of cui down:

more /ess  change mprove

To eat, drink or use of
something, usually fo
or your situation.

your health
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Ressours:

http://www.pca.state.mn.us

httpi//green.nationalgeographic.com

http://www.timesonline.co.uk

http://newsbusters.org

htip://www.abcprague.com

Really learn 100 phrasal verbs (Oxford
University Press)

Ing.Frantisek Dostalek
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