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| This letter on the last day of 1937 is really
to say thenk you to you for your unvarying kindness

| génd help to me this year. I Teally find it hard to
express now much I have appreciated your readiness at
all times to listen to my problems and help in their
golution, despite your many other precccupations.

i 1938 is cobviously going to be a very difficult
year internationally. Cur rearmament will still be
far from complete and we ehall have a very disturbed
world to deal with. At the same time there are clements
of encouragement; firat and foremoet cooperation with
the United States, though slow and difficult o fosater,

| is now, I hope, making real progress. I shall know

| more about this after I have aeen Ingersoll tomorrow,
but I am sure that our réle in this respect moat be
to do everything we can privately to encourage the

AMEricans ....

Tha Right Honourdble
Newville Chemberlain, M.P.



Americans. If they do send some ships to Singapore

in a few weeks' time that would be an event of [iret
class importance. Curiously enough that very suggestion
wis nmade to me by the Dutch Minister this meming. I,
of course, was careful to make no comment which could
lead him to think that anything of the kind was likely
to happen.

There is one other matter which I should like to
mention. I am a little troubled by the fact that
according to the account that Chatfield gave us at
one of our meetings just before Christmas, we shall
it appears be particularly weak at gea from May next
year until the autumn of 1939. This unhappily is
likely to be & most tricky period internationally, for
our Alr Force will be only entering on a full stage of
development, while our anti-aircraft defence will still
be almost non-existent in the modern sense. I have been
wondering whether it might not be possible to accelerate
some of the naval construction. Quite apart from the
usefulness of such an acceleration in strengthening
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our defences during a critical period, the moral
effect upon the world would be excellent., This may
be guite impracticable and I did not want to write
to you on the subject before Christmas; I only make
the suggeetion now in the hope that if it appeals to
you, you may feel it worth while to have the matter
further examined. The fact that commercial orders
for new ships have recently fullen off muy make it
all the more possible to accelerate Admiralty
construction.

Cleverly will, I think, have explained to you
that we decided to bring Van's appointment out today,
in view of guesses which the press were beginning to
make on account of his G.C.B, I am pure that it was
wige to do this and I consulted Van and he fully
approved. Cadogan is settling in here very well and
1 am confident that the new order of things will work
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Transcript dopisu

Eden to Chamberlain: Dangers of losing arms race and deficiencies in GB rearmament
programme (31st December 1937)

I have upheld to this but I shall want to look at it again when | come to No.11, Neville

Foreign Office
S.W.1
31st December, 1937.

My Dear Neville,

This letter on the last day of 1937 is really to say thank you to you for your unvarying
kindness and help to me this year. | really find it hard to express how much | have
appreciated your readiness at all times to listen to my problems and help in their
solution, despite your many other preoccupations.

1938 is obviously going to be a very difficult year internationally. Our rearmament will
still be far from complete and we shall have a very disturbed world to deal with. At the
same time there are elements of encouragement; first and foremost cooperation with the
United States, though slow and difficult to foster, is now, | hope, making real progress. |
shall know more about this after | have seen Ingersoll tomorrow, but I am sure that our
réle in this respect must be to do everything we can privately to encourage the
Americans. If they do send some ships to Singapore in a few weeks' time that would be
an event of first class importance. Curiously enough that very suggestion was made to
me by the Dutch Minister this morning. I, of course, was careful to make no comment
which could lead him to think that anything of the kind was likely to happen.

There is one other matter which | should like to mention. | am a little troubled by the fact
that according to the account that Chatfield gave us at one of our meetings just before
Christmas, we shall it appears be particularly weak at sea from May next year until the
autumn of 1939. This unhappily is likely to be a most tricky period internationally, for our
Air Force will be only entering on a full stage of development, while our anti-aircraft
defence will still be almost non-existent in the modern sense. | have been wondering
whether it might not be possible to accelerate some of the naval construction. Quite
apart from the usefulness of such an acceleration in strengthening our defences during a
critical period, the moral effect upon the world would be excellent. This may be quite
impracticable and | did not want to write to you on the subject before Christmas; | only
make the suggestion now in the hope that if it appeals to you, you may feel it worth
while to have the matter further examined. The fact that commercial orders for new
ships have recently fallen off may make it all the more possible to accelerate Admiralty
construction.

Cleverly will, 1 think, have explained to you that we decided to bring Van's appointment
out today, in view of guesses which the press were beginning to make on account of his
G.C.B. I am sure that it was wise to do this and | consulted Van and he fully approved.

Cadogan is settling in here very well and I am confident that the new order of things will

work very-well satisfactorily.

Your ever,

Anthony Eden



The Right Honourable Neville Chamberlain, M.P.

PFeklad dopisu

Eden Chamberlainovi: Nebezpedi prohry v zavodech ve zbrojeni a nedostatky v britském
vyzbrojovani (31. prosinec 1937)

Potvrzuji toto, ale podivam se na to znovu, az se dostanu k ¢.11, Neville

Zahranicni oddéleni

V1

31. prosinec 1937
MUj drahy Seville,
timto dopisem z posledniho dne roku 1937 Ti chci opravdu podékovat za Tvou
neskonalou laskavost a pomoc v letoSnim roce. Jen velice téZko nachazim slova, kterymi
bych ocenil Tvoji ochotu mne vyslechnout a pomoci mi s feSenim problém{, prestoze
sam jsi zaneprazdnén jinymi povinnostmi.

Zda se, Ze rok 1938 bude z mezinarodniho hlediska velmi tézkym. NaSe vyzbrojovani
bude porad zaostavat a budeme muset Celit znepokojenému svétu. Ale zaroven jsou zde
jiskFitky nadéje; prvni a nejduleZit&jsi je spoluprace s USA, i kdyZ se rozviji pomalu a
tézko, zda se, a doufam, Ze je zde jisty pokrok. Vic budu védét po zitrejSim setkani

s Ingersolem, ale jsem si jist, Ze nasim Ukolem je délat v3e pro to, abychom Americany
podpofili. Jestlize opravdu poslou n&jaké lodé do Singapuru b&hem nékolika tydn{, bude
to udalost nejvétsiho vyznamu. Kupodivu tyZz navrh jsem dostal od holandského ministra
dnes rano. Samoziejmé, ze jsem se zdrzel jakékoliv poznamky, ktera by mu naznacila,
Ze néco podobného se pravdépodobné stane.

Jesté je tady jedna zalezitost, o které bych se rad zminil. MAm trochu obavy z toho, Ze,
jak se zda podle Chatfielovy zpravy, kterou nam sdélil tésné pred Vanocemi, nebudeme
zejména v dobé mezi kvétnem pfistiho roku a podzimem 1939 dostateCné silni na mofi.
Z mezinarodniho hlediska to bude nanestésti pravdépodobné v nejchoulostivéjsim
obdobi. Nase vzduiné sily budou teprve na pocatku svého budovani, zatimco nase
protivzdudna obrana v modernim slova smyslu nebude jesté témeér existovat. Rad bych
védél, zda by nebylo mozné urychlit budovani namornictva. Bylo by to uzite¢cné nejenom
pro posileni nasi obrany béhem kritického obdobi, ale i na svét by to mélo vyznamny
moralni Géinek. Mize to byt dosti neschlidné a nechtél jsem Ti o tom psat pred
Vanocemi; doufam, e T& mdj navrh oslovi a bude Ti stat za podrobné&jsi prozkoumani.
Skutecnost, Ze komercni zakazky na nové lodé v posledni dobé ustaly, by mohla urychlit
budovéani admirality.

Doufam, ze je Ti jasné, Ze jsme se dnes rozhodli zvefejnit Vanovo jmenovani se zietelem
k dohadlm, které tisk zacal konstruovat v souvislosti s jeho ,GCB*“. Jsem presvédéen, ze
bylo moudré tak udélat. Konzultoval jsem to s Vanem a on souhlasil. ,,Cadogan* se tady
zabydluje a jsem si jist, Ze nové usporadani bude velmi uspokojivé fungovat.

Zdravi

Anthony Eden

Ctihodny Neville Chamberlain, ministersky predseda



